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UNCLAS MOSCOW 19852 
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LENINGRAD FOR P&C 

USIA FOR IEU 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OEXC, UR 

SUBJECT: US THEATER DELEGATION TO SELECT SOVIET PLAYS 

REF: STATE 300544 

1 . IN 16 DEC MEETING VASILIY STINIKOV, DEPT CHAIRMAN. ALL- 
UNION AGENCY ON AUTHORS' AND COMPOSERS' RIGHTS (VAAP), TOLD 
EMBOFF THAT HE HAD IMAGINED DELEGATION OF US THEATER 
SPECIALISTS TO SU TO VIEW MODERN SOVIET PLAYS AS BEING SAME AS 
GROUP COMING UNDER MINCULT AUSPICES. EMBOFF INFORMED HIM THAT 
WHILE SOME EXCHANGE OF PLAYS MIGHT RESULT FROM MINCULT SPONSORED 
DELEGATION, PURPOSE WAS CULTURAL, NOT COMMERCIAL. SITNIKOV 
SUGGESTED MARKSON OR COIGNEY WRITE HIM SUGGESTING SEPARATE 
DELEGATION OF 4-5 DIRECTORS FOR 7-10 DAYS IN MOSCOW TO VIEW MODERN 
SOVIET PLAYS, SPECIFYING THAT INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL AT 
DIRECTOR'S EXPENSE AND INTERNAL EXPENSES COVERED BY VAAP. HE ALSO 
REQUESTS THAT DIRECTORS BE AUTHORIZED TO SIGN AGREEMENTS WHILE 
IN MOSCOW FOR THOSE PLAYS THEY WISH TO PURCHASE. PRIOR TO VISIT 
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HE SAID SUMMARIES OF CURRENT PLAYS WOULD BE SENT TO ALL 
DELEGATES AND HE, VIA MINCULT. WOULD ARRANGE AFTERNOON AND EVENING 
PERFORMANCES OF ALL PLAYS GROUP WISHED TO SEE. WITH WRITTEN 
REQUEST IN HAND. SITNIKOV PROMISED SPEEDY ANSWER TO QUESTION 
VAAP FUNDING. 
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2. WHILE SITNIKOV SUGGESTED THAT IF US DELEGATION VISIT 
SUCCESSFUL, VAAP WOULD CONSIDER SENDING SIMILAR SOVIET 
DELEGATION TO US TO BUY AMERICAN PLAYS, HIS MAIN CONCERN WITH 
SALES RATHER THAN PURCHASE. COMMERCIAL NATURE US DEL VISIT 
SUGGESTS DEPT AND EMB FACILITATE VISIT, BUT NOT CONTRIBUTE TO 
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL US DELEGATION (REFTEL PARA 3). 

3. SITNIKOV REMARKED THAT IF US DELEGATION CAME IN FEB/MARCH, 

IT WOULD NOT BE AS IMPORTANT TO HAVE VAAP REPRESENTATIVE AS PART 
OF MINCULT DELEGATION TO US (REF PARA 2). HE SUGGESTED THIS ISSUE 
BE PUT ASIDE UNTIL RESOLUTION US DELEGATION TO SU DECIDED. 
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